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EDITORIAL 

Twenty-five years ago on June 24, 1947, 
Kenneth Arnold signalled the beginning of the 
current UFO sightings phenomenon when he 
reported seeing 'Flying Saucers' flying near 
Mount Rainier, Washington, U.S.A. 

As most of our readers will appreciate, 
while Arnold's report was the beginning of the 
modern sightings era, he was not the first to 
report Unidentified Flying Objects. There 
have been widespread sightings made during 
most periods of history. from records dating 
back to the time of the Biblical Patriarchs 
(3,000 years B.C.) and from the contemporary  
cultures of the Egyptians, Indians, Chinese, 
Japanese and some South American civil­
izations, to the prese�t time , · we learn of 
sightings of Gods, Space Visitors, flying 
Shields , Airships, Lights in the Sky, Flying 
Saucers and Unidentified Phenomena. 

';Jhen looked at in perspective, our twenty­
five years of sightings are only a minute 
portion of the overall scene. It is therefore 
disappointing to see that over the years a 
number of large and worthwhile organizations 
have folrled, mainly because they see no answer 
to the questions, and feel that such an answer 

is not readily forthcoming, if ever. 
The real question is - should we keep going 

as a society when the enigma seems to be just 
as far from resolution as it did twenty-five 
years ago? We feel that we are achjeving 
results, despite the time taken to do so. As 
more and more people are coming to realise, 
the field covers an enormous spectrut11, and it 
is only by studying a wide variety of allied 
subjects that we can ever hope to solve the 
mystery. 

A major part of our work, as a society, is 
to hold a position from which we can dissem­
inate the current knowledge of the UFO field 
and keep our members and the general public 
informed. Our magazine goes out to over five 
hundred members, and to another couple of 
hundred unaffiliated readers, as well as to 
more than twenty-fi ve other uro research 
organizations. It is by spreading our inform­
ation over such a wide area that we can hope 
to keep a reasonable percentage of the pop­
ulation informed on developments concerning 
the UFO phenomenon. 

· 

It may well prove then that, while we as an 
organization fail to solve the mystery, one of 
our many readers, either in Australia or over­
seas, may as a result of what we have publish­
ed, find the key to the great �nigma of the 
past four thousand years. e 

• • • * * * • * • 
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UFOS 
THE 

OVER AND UNDER 
SEA UP 

WITH ONE CAUGHT 
SECURITY NET! 

A Queensland Bureau 

Spread out a map of North Queensland and 
Papua, New Guinea, pinpoint Tully in Queens­
land and Goodenough Bay in Papua. Place your 
ruler on Tully and Goodenough Bay and note how 
Bougainville Reef, about 120 miles east of 
Cooktown, in the Coral Sea, falls in line with 
your ruler. 

We are all familiar with the Tully Nest 
sighting of 19th January 1966, and with father 
Gill's classic sightings of 26th, 27th and 
28th June 1959, in the vicinity of Goodenough 
Bay, when men were seen on the 1top deck' of a 
UfO during two of those nights. 

Our information suggests that these two 
areas continue to experience UFO activity 
from time to time. 

A very -recent report from the Reverend 
Canon N.C.G. Cruttwell of Papua (the trust­
.worthy and aeeurate reporter of UFO activity 
in this ar.ea, including The Gill Sightings(�Of 

1g59 - see flYING SAUCERS OVER PAPUA by the 
�everend Norman C.G. Cruttwell, M.A. Oxon. , a 
�5-page foolscap report recently reproduced 
by the Queensland Flying Saucer Research 
Bureau) tells of a USO, or Unidentified Sub-

_marine Object, sighting in the.waters of Good­
enough �ay in· more rece-nt times�· Here is the 

storyt based on the original sighting report 
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NORTH -

IN THE 

Report 

and reported by Reverend Cruttwell:-

OUOTE- On a night in the month �of April 
19?0, a remarkable submarine object was seen 
by Mr. Albert Robins, Store Manager; of 
Rabaraba, Milne Bay District. 

He was travelling in a small coastal motor­
boat from Rabaraba to Cape Vogel, about one 
hour north of Rabaraba on the waters of Good­
enough Bay. 

The time �as a�out 2.00 a.m. and the night 
was clear. The sea was reasonably calm. 
There were five Papuan crew on board who also 
witnessed the object. 

A brilliant light appeared beneath the sea 
on the starboard side and a huge brilliantly 
lit object rose slowly from below the water 
until it was about three-quarter submerged. 
Mr. Robins estimates its size to have been· 
about SO feet in length. Its width and thick­
ness were difficult to estimate because of the 
submersion, but it would have been at least 
four times as long as high (and wide). Its 
shape was cigar-shaped, with both ends 
pointed. He saw no detail· of · Slirfaee· or ··an� . 
irregularities or protrusions. The object was 
self-lumino.us, ._dazzlingly bright so that it 
hurt the eyes to look at it. 

It was travelling at exactly the same speed 

as the boat, i.e., seven knots, and paced it 
for four minutes. Mr. Robins and all the 
Papuan crew were, needless to say, terrified, 
and tried to take evasive action by turning to 
port, but the object did likewise and followed 
them relentlessly, keeping about 20 feet away 
from the boat on the starboard beam. They 
turned two complete circles before shaking it 
off. The crew were shouting with amazement 
and fear but, apart from this and the sound of 
the sea, they heard no sound from the object 
which seemed to be completely silent. 

The object then suddenly started to descend 
into the depths until its light faded and it 
was gone. The sailors immediately turned back 
and made with all speed back to Rabaraba, and 
did not set out again until after daylight. 

The people knew of this object and called it 
a floating reef. They said it appeared quite 
frequently all over Goodenough Bay. It has 
apparently been seen off eape Vogel and also 
from Cogura, in Bartle Bay. It was witnessed 
before off Rabaraba by Mr. Otto Alder, then 
A.D.C. , in 1968. -UNQUOTE. 

Some USOs become UfOs, leaving the sea, 
continuing their journey from water- to air­
environment without 'missing a beat', so to 
speak. Some of these ocean-to-air sightings 
have occurred in our time, but the following 
report was taken from the records of The 
french Astronomical Society (reference: ANAT­
OMY OF A PHENOMENON by Jacques Vallee) and 
dated 1887: In the North Atlantic Ocean, an 
object emerged from the sea, moved against the 
wind, stopped close to a ship, then quickly 
flew away to the S.E. It was observed for 
five minutes. 

It was an airborne unidentified craft that 
made news over Bougainville Reef in 1965 -
news, that is, for UFO researchers but not for 
newspapermen. So quickly was the security net 
cast around this incident, newsmen didn't hear 

. of the sighting until fourteen months later! 
In fact, if a civilian UFO researcher hadn't 
been by chance in the right place at the right 
time, this sighting would have remained un­
known to all but a handful of officials 
concerned. 
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first appearing in the American NICAP 'UFO 
INVESTIGATOR', the Bougainville Reef incident 
was the sighting that had everything - an 
authoritative source, more than one witness, 
the involvement of a civilian airliner, 
photographs of the UFO taken by the pilot, 
tape recordings of the conversation betwPen 
tne buzzed plane and the mainland cont ol 
tower - everything, that is, except official 
recognition. 

Mr. Peter Norris, President of the then 
Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena Investigation 
Organisation (CAPIO) whose Patron was Air 
Marshal Sir George Jones, wrote about the 
B�ugainville Reef sighting to the Department 
of Air. The Directorate of Air force Intell­
igence (then Squadron Leader R.J. Wheeler) 
replied in the negative, closing his letter as 
follows: "Thank you for the copy of the 
report but as this is the first information 
the RAAF has received concerning the incident 
it is not possible to provide any further 
details. "  

CAPIO also wrote to the Director-General 
Civil Aviation. Their reply also was negative 
and concluded with an error. The DCA letter 
ended: "I am also advised by TAA that they 
have no report within their· reporting system 
of any unusual sighting by one of their 
Captains on the 28 May, 1965. "  The error is 
the airline concerned - it was an ANSETT-ANA 
plane, not a TAA one as OCA mentioned; 
naturally, TAA would have no record of the 
incident. 

ANSETT-ANA was written to by the Queensland 
flying Saucer Research Bureau about the 
Bougainville Reef sighting, since it was an 
ANSETT-ANA plane and crew that was buzzed by 
the UFO. ANSETT-ANA has never acknowledged, 
let alone answered, the letter of enquiry. 

Here, then, is the sighting that never 
(officially) happened:-

DATE: 28 May, 1965. 
TIME: 3. 25 a.m. 
POSITION: Bougainville Reef, Coral Sea. 
An ANSETT-ANA DC6 on flight from Brisbane 

· to Port Moresby, called up Townsville Control 
Tower, reporting that they were (to page 7 ) 
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ARE 
GAS 

UFOS BEH·tND THE 
PLOS ION SYN­

DROME? 
e· 

F. W. H. Wi I ks 
· · ·•···•····•·•····· ··•··•·•·•·····•·•·••···•• 

The following article was received from 
Mr. frank Wilks, President of UFO RESEARCH 
PROJECTS OF AUSTRALASIA. U.F.O.R.P.A. has 
been undertaking research projects on various 
aspects of ufology as this article discloses. 

-VUFORS-
· ·•·•·•·· ····· ··•···•······•·······•···•·•··· · 

If not a war of the worlds, then at least an 
alien campaign of harrassment is taking place 
right under our collective noses. It is my 
firm conviction that uros are bes�eging us 
with hit-run �uerilla tactics in a war of 
harrassment, w ich appears to the public as 
run-of-the-mill catastrophies caused by freaks 
of nature! 

------

The first indication of this increase in the 
rate of coincidence came after UFO RESEARCH 
PROJECTS OF AUSTRALASIA launched a programme 
to investigate the effects and after-effects 
of UFO visitations. Then, because UFOs had 
been observed at the scenes of a number of 
mystery gas explosions, this became one of the 
projects for investigation. 

Mr. Barry Taylor, Senior Vice President and 
Investigator responsible for the project, 
began by plotting random reports. By mid-1971 
he found a pattern had begun to evolve - where 
no pattern should be. 

We considered the possibility that perhaps 
he was not getting enough information, so he 
wrote to the Head Office of the New South 
Wales Fire Department. Unfortunately, the 

Department replied that they were not in a 
position to pass on the information. 

Undaunted, Mr. Taylor continued to plot the 
N.S.W. reports, gathered via the news media, 
and the pattern became stronger. A belt of 

explosions appeared which began at Richmond 
Aerodrome and continued through to Kernell on 

the coast. Then, crossing this explosion 
belt, were three separate belts of fires. 
These crossed at similar angles and were app­
roximately the same distance apart, forming a 
lopsided cross. 
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for my part, I began to take an increasing 
interest in the world scene. It seemed the 
world had gone mad. Planes were exploding 
everywhere, ships too were exploding and sink­
ing. Even cars and portable gas stoves, town 
gas lines and ammonia gas cylinders were 
exploding. Why this sudden fury of gas ex­
plosions, I wondered? 

I phoned the Sydney Gas Light Company, but 
did not get past the first rung on the red­
tape ladder. Then on October 19, 1971 I wrote 
to The Commonwealth Industrial Gases Limited 
(C.I.G.), requesting information concerning 
the possible causes of gas explosions. 

In the meantime things continued to happen, 
glaring things that had become so commonplace 
with the plane hijackings, the Vietnam war and 
the violence in Ireland. No wonder the other 
explosions were being overlooked by -the pub­
lic. 

Aerial explosions� not sonic booms, were 
heard by crowds of spectators during a tele-

vised aerobatic display at R.A.A.f. Richmond. 
In an outer Sydney suburb. a pedestrian 

suddenly burst into flames. A taxi driver 
tried to smother the flames. 

A Greek ship sank· because a portable gas 
stove had exploded in the galley. 

The town gas supply blew a hole in the 
middle of Pitt Street, Sydney, which shattered 
windows of the surrounding buildings. 

On the same weekend explosions demolished a 
number of shops in Horsham, Victoria and in 
launceston, Tasmania. 

. Tooths Brewery suffered a fire caused by an 
ammonia gas leak. 

Factories, small shops, large business 
houses - they were everywhere. 

A car exploded near Villawood, N.S.W. and 
another near Tempe, N.S.W. It was getting out 
of hand, but what could we do? If we told of 
our suspicions at this early stage in our in­
vestigations we would be laughed off the face 
of the earth! 

On October 21, 1971 I received a reply to my 
enquiries from Mr. David L. Bryant, Depart­
mental Manager of C.I.G., gases division. 
He wrote: . -'"e must advise that we have no 
prior knowledge of reported u.r.o. sightings 
at the time of gas explosions. 

"The gases you mention, namely ammonia, town 
gas and cylinder 'cooking gas', probably pro­
pane or butane, are all inflammable in air but 
require a source of ignition in order to burn 
or, in suitable circumstances, explode. The 
source of ignition may take many forms, i.e. 
an existing flame or the slower combustion of, 
say, a cigarette, a spark from electrical app­
aratus or produced mechanically by striking 
suitable objects, perhaps hot engine exhausts 
or components, catalytic surfaces (depending 
on t�e nature of the flammable gas). In part­
icular, under suitable conditions, electromag­
netic energy can excite gas to incandescence 
(which would of course ignite a flammable 
gas/air mixture) and this technique is widely 
used today for the creation of plasma. 
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· "It is more difficult to provide examples of 
gas heating or ignition by sonic energy al­
though no doubt there is a transient temper-
ature rise due to the adiabatic compression of 
the sound wave. 

'�e trust that this information is of assis­
tance to you in your future investigations." 

(underscoring by author of article) 
It certainly does help, Mr. Bryant, and I . 

would like to thank you publicly for your 
assistance. Sonic and ele-ctromagnetic energy 
have long been connected with the uro phenom­
enon. Now you have given us a definite 

· connection. 

I began to notice all types of disasters but 
knew that, to stay objective, I would have to 
pull myself into line. I began to wonder 
about the American astronauts who were killed 
in a space-capsule fire during a trial run of 
an Apollo rocket and about the many other 
Apollo rockets hit by lightning during launch­
ing. 

Apollo 15, I remember, was struck fifteen 
times by lightning while still on the launch­
ing pad. What mathematical equation do we use 
here to explain away the law of averages? 

What a�out Apollo 13, which experienced a 
gas explosion while deep in space involving 
the whole world in its plight? . 

I continued to collect data on the explosion 
syndrome but seldom spoke of it - except to 
close associates. Then, on Monday afternoon 
of May 12, 1972, I was shocked to read news­
paper banners which announced in large print 
'�OONSHIP EXPLODES". The report continued: 
"the Apollo 16 spaceship, 'Casper', myster­
iously exploded today, twelve days after ret­
urning three American astronauts to earth". 

A tank cart which had earlier been drawing 
off fuel from 'Casper', the spent Apollo 16 
space-capsule, exploded after workmen had fin­
ished cleaning it with the inert gas 'Freon'. 

The blast hurled pieces of jagged metal 
300 feet, one piece fracturing the knee-ca� of 
a workman, and injured many of the civil1ans 
present. (to page 7 ) 
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UFOS OVER AND UNDER THE SEA UP NORTH 
(from pa�e 3 ) 

being accompanied by an unknown craft. The 
UFO was described as oblate with what the 
pilot thought were exhaust gases coming from 
it. The UFO paced the DC6 for from ten to 
fifteen minutes. The pilot, co-pilot and 
stewardess all confirmed the presence of the 
object to Control Tower. The pilot took 
photographs of the pacing object. That 
briefly was the report. 

On arrival in Port Moresby, however, the 
pilot was told not to have his photographs 
developed in New Guinea, but to return to 
Australia with his film. The pilot, according 
to investigators, was met at Brisbane Airport 
and flown to Canberra where the film was taken 
from-him. Both this pilot and the DCA man in 
the Tow1sville Control Tower were instructed 
not to talk about the incident. The tapes of . 
the conversation between pilot and Control 
Tower were removed from Townsville by a DCA 
official. 

Nothing now remained of this sighting except 
the memories of the witnesses - and these 
persons would have a lot to lose by 
remembering. The name of one witness is on 
file. 

Two things we do know: the name of our UFO 
Investigator is John Meskell who was, in 1965, 
of the Criminal Investigation Branch, Towns­
ville. And the man who was on duty the night 
the Bougainville Reef sighting occurred was 
soon transferred to Darwin - that's far enough 
to kill the keenest of uro researchers! 

This sighting has an interesting postscript: 
fourteen months after the sighting, a Brisbane 
newspaper found out about it and all about the 
official security net surrounding it. They 
had their story, but were not free to publish 
the names of their informerst They rang the 
Queensland Bureau. Could they run the story 
in our name? Because we agreed with all the 
information they had gleaned for themselves, 
we agreed to be their 'mouthpiece'. What the 
reader didn't realise as he read the story in 
the Sunday paper, was that the facts were the 
newspaper's own facts, and not just words from 

7 

the mouth of the Queensland flying Saucer 
Research Bureau's spokesmanl It 

ARE UfOS BEHIND THE GAS EXPLOSION SYNDROME? 
(from page S) 

According to the report, the explosion ripp­
ed holes in the 250 ft. high hangar roof and 
caused forty-six people to .be taken to hosp­
ital, most of them suffering from inhalation 
of toxic fumes. 

How was it possible that an ordinary operat­
ion, so commonplace and safe that civilians 
were allowed to be present, ended in such a 
shambles? 

As always, no explanation was forthcoming, 
except that something had caused the temper-
3tura in the gas t3nk to rise. 

I_thought 3gain of Mr. Bryant's advice: "No 
doubt there is a transient temperature rise 
due to the adiabatic compression of the sound 
wave". 

If it was ultra-sonic soun� ·beyond the range 
of human hearing which caused the explosion, 
it is no surprise to me that there was no 
official explanation, as the undetectable 
'sonic villain' would leave no clues! 

I have no idea whether or not these alien 
beings intend to occupy our planet. I prefer 
to believe that they have been here much too 
long not to have done so already · - had they 
wished to do so. Still, I am convinced that 
UFOS are conducting a campaign of harrassment. 
� do not pretend to know .the reasons for their 
behaviour. Perhaps, like Zeus and other myth­
ological gods of Olympus, they find pleasure 
in our violent self-destruction. 41 

THIS SOCIETV.WOULD APPRECIATE READERS' REPORTS 
ON U.f.Os. PLEASE fORWARD TO:- P.O. BOX 43, 

MOORABBIN, VICTORIA 3189, AUSTRALIA. 
• • * • * * * • • * • * • • * * • • * * • • • • 



ACTIVITY OVER TASMANIA­
-1971 

The Tasmanian Unidentified flying Objects 
Investigation Centre was formed in November, 
1965 and has been an active group since its 
inception. 

Based in Hobart, the group meets at the Adult 
Education Centre in Argyle Street on the 
second friday evening of every second month. 

By kind permission of TUrOIC we are able to 
present the follo�ing excerpts from its pub­
lication. 

We quote from the "Annual Report for 197111 

published by the TASMANIAN UNIDENTifiED FLYING 
OBJECTS INVESTIGATION CENTRE. 

Postal address : 62 Leonard Ave., Moonah 7009. 

************ * ****** * * ******************** ***** 

CAR PACED AT C£THANA 

On May 23, 1971 Mr. L.J. Riley was trav­
elling home to Wilmot via the Cethana Dam 
Road, the time being ?.30 p.m. The sighting 
commences when he was about a mile west of the 
dam climbing �phill to the Cradle Mountain­
Wilmot Road junction. 

Mr. Riley noticed a flicking reflection on 
_his driver's side window; winding down his 
window he saw a round, coal-red object pacing 
his vehicle some 100 to 150 feet away and 
about 100 feet high. Mr. Riley says he was 
travelling at 25 mpl1 at the time. He . felt a 
bit scared at first but says he suffered no 
after-effects, nor was his vehicle affected in 
any way. 

The object was travelling behind timber 
growth and did cast a reflection on one of the 

tree trunks it passed . Mr. Riley accelerated 
to 35 mph, then over the next mile and a half 
speeded up to 45 mph but the object still 
paced him at various distances, at one time 
being only 50 feet from the road. As he app­
roached the top of the hill and road junction 
to Wilmot , the object pulled slightly ahead. 
He stopped at the junction to have a better 
look at the thing. It appeared the size of a 
10.00 x 20 tyre but with no matkin.gs. At this 
stage, the object was some 100 to 150 yards 
away. No sound could be heard. Travelling in 
an up and down motion, the object went over 
the hill towards Wilmot. Mr. Riley continued 
on his way home and the object re-appeared 
after he had travelled some three quarters of 
a mile. Again it was on his right� but 
crossed the road ahead of him and paced him 
for a short distance from behind some tall 
trees. It finally disappeared down a deep 
gully on his left. The sighting lasted in all 
about 15 minutes. 
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BELL-SHAPED UfO SEEN AT BRIGHTON 

It was a clear , frosty night as Mr. G; Pur­
cell returned to his quarters during a C.M.f. 
camp at Brighton Army Camp. It was about 
2.55 a.m., he recalled, on the 19th June 1971. 

Purcell paused and glanced towards the night 
sky, the stars clearer than in the usual city 
view, bright and twinkling high above. 
Suddenly, he noticed a strange light to the 
south-east, which came from a strange object 
that was stationary above the paddock next to 
the camp. . It ·!JaS only some 200 yards distant 
and he was able to judge, from the pine trees 
that bordered the camp, that it was about 

100 feat up. 
The object was a squat bell-shape with a 

dull silver body area; there was a white hazy­
like vapour around the top of the object which 
gave the impression of there b�ing a glass 
dome on top. The object appeanad to be 
15 feet high and 20 feet across . 

Purcell watched amazed as the mysterious 
object remained in its hover ing pos ition over 
the paddoek; he made no attempt to app roa ch 
any closer. Five minutes passed before the 
object moved 300 yards across the paddock 
directly in f ront of Purcell but still remain­
ing beyond the pine trees. As it m�ved, the 
orange exhaust below strengthened, a vapour 
shot from beneath towards the ground, which 
the witness described as a rainbow, orange, 
red, green and blue to violet colours. 

The vapour died away to an orange glow as 
the object eame to a halt. All was silent as 
the stars twinkled above; Purcell could hear 
no noise from the object. 

For about 3 minutes the object remained 
stationary, then another burst of exhaust 
heralde� its next move. Silently , it rose 
slightly and moved away from the witness about 
100 yards before hovering once again. A 
further 3 minutes elapsed before the· object 
began to rise. As it climbed , it seemed to 
assume more of a disc-like shape, then it gave 
a flash and shot off into the north-eastern 
sky at high speed. 

It was now about ten past three and ·Purcell 
was once more alone, the stars gleaming above 
and the frost crunching underfoot as he turned 
to continue on his way.· 

THE DECEMBER fLAP 
----· ------

The flap Starts: 

TUFOIC's Christmas present came ear ly -
starting on the evening of December 3, 1971 
with a sighting from Sandy Bay beach of a 
saucer-shaped, white and gold object which 
shot up into the sky, then across to the 
horizon. 
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There followed on for the rest of the month 
a steady flow of report$; at the time ot 
writing, the total is about two dozen. Good 
coverage in the press and on ?HO News has 
given TUFOIC good publicity and many witnesses 
have contacted the Centre direct. 

Du� to limited space, we cannot go into 
deta1ls of each report and possible findings 
and explanations. A val id comment would be 
that our 'arch r i val' Venus could ha�e been 
responsible for some of the repor ts not 
detailed here for that very reason. 

From· Claremont OA December 4/5, we have 
reports of yellow-orange objects, and rocket­
like UfOs crossing the sky north to south. 
They lit up the ar�� and an explosion was 
heard p rior to one report. This was followed 
the next evening by a report of two white, 
elongated objects being seen from the Elwick 
Drive-In. They moved north-east to south west 
at an elevation of 30° and were lost to sight 
near Mt. Wellington. 

The night of December 7/8 btought two 
reports, one from · Ne� Town - most probably 
Venus - but the second from lachlan proved to 
be very interesting. 

Lachlan Case : 
The· longest sighting of the flap commented 

at 10.55 p.m. at a Mr. A. de Blas' farm, of 
rarest Hill, Lachlan. Mr. de Blas was finish-· 
ing irrigation work in h is hopfield·when he 
noticed a light approaching from the north. 
The object came closer and looked, to our wit­
ness, like a helicopter. It seemed to be 
making for the tractor as if using its lights 
as a reference for a landing. Oe Blas could 
see what looked like the cockpit bubble lit up 
by a red-orange glbw as if from inside ; to the 
left was a small bright, white l.ight. With 
high tensio� lines acr�ss the hopfield, 
de Blas real1sed a landing there would be use­
les� ; he turned off the tractor's lights and 
eng1ne. The object now was within a mile 
gliding silently towards the hopfi�ld : 
De Blas could hear no sound; he vacated the 
tractor and ran up the lane towards the farm. 
As he ran, he expected to hear a crash any 
second. 
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� BY JEAN THOROVAL OF AF.P. 
HANOI, Today. - A mysterious obiect appeared in the clear blue sky over Hanoi aHract­

. ing missile fire from the ground but apparently . remaining motionless. 
>-o-4......._ �0 

· & far u thls corrres­
' pondent could judge !rom 
!· the ground, even with the 
, aid of binoculars, it was 
spherical in aha� and a 
luminous orange In colour, 
and was clearly at a very 

off by its appearance abOve cony of the AFP oftlce, 
the North Vietnamese capi· however, this correspondent 
tal. . saw that this object re-

nte sirens hac.t hardly maincd almost immobile 1n 
died away when three S4!4 space and was certainly not 
missiles were launched. and dropping toward.$ the 
their vapour trails could be eround. 

high altitude. .. 
Despite the slight breeze 

at ground level, the object 
did not. move at all during 
n . .. .. . .. ....,t,i ql#>t't. trfauered 

seen converging on a ·1um- It was clear, too, that 
inous polnt which at ftrst the missiles were unable to 
sight .seemed to be a para- reach tt, suggesting U1at the 
chute. object had been released at 

Watching from the ba.J- a very high altitude. 

Mystery flying object 
lights sky over Gippsland. 

By NICK MOUNTST!PHEN 
A strange, brilliantly-colored object 
in the South f]ippsland· sky is terri·· 
fying animals and scaring local 
people. 

The blue and silver red-rimmed ob"' 
ject was sigh'ted yesterday mom1ng and 
ha� been seen ,several times · this. 
week. · · 

The · RAAF has· classified it "jn .. 
explicable". 

Senior Sergeant Ron Tanian. of Tra·. 
ralgon police, said: .. 1 have never seen 
anything like it". . · 

Sgt. Tanian said .he saw the object 
as ��. silver b�l in ·.the sky" again yes­
terday m9rnlng. 

Another Trntalgon policeman, Con· 
stable Nell · Davey, said the object 
changed from a blue and red color to 
a silver circul�r shape arid moved away . 
as dawn· approa<,:hed. 

Residents' ·who have seen the UFO 
say it hovers for. a time. then shoots 
8\\'ay with frightening speed and effect. 

The first reported sighting was at 
Shecpwash .Creek by John Dixon. 23, 
of Traralgon, as he pedalled to work 
al�ng the Prin�es Highway. 

Dixon said it hung in a bright blue 
cloud ·the size of a. hotel only 200 .feet 
above at 4.45 _on Monday morning. 

He rac�d back to Traralgon and told 
· Constable Davey, the night·shift police· 

man, and the saleyards caretP.ker Jack 
Gilbert. 

The three stood stunned in the police 
station doorway as the "thina .. rose into 
the sky in the east� As day dawned the 
btue light withdrew · and· only a silver 
fluorescent ·circle remained. 

After three days of investigation by 
Flight Lieutenant John Ogden, . of the 
RAAF General Flyinf( School at Sale;· a 

One hour 20 minutes 
after the alert sounded, the 
orange ball waa stUl visible 
from the ground. although 
it appeared less bright than 
before. 

Of the many theories put 
forward in Hanoi to ex­
plain this ·object, OJ;le -
supported by several foreign 
correspondents - was that 

. it could be a new type o! 
observation balloon to 

�rq 
4 "' : 

provide television pictures j 
of activities in the Hanoi I Lt q� /.7 region. - AAP·Reuter. r / 

"'l'Hl·� .AGE". MEL90URNE 
classified Unidentifled Flying Obiect re· 
port. mark�d · "inexplicable", ,\•ill he 
fOJ:warded to the Air Dep:�rtment in 
Canberra. 

Sightings marked "in xplicablc''. 
make up only one per cent. of the 595 
jnvestigated cases in the pa� 12 years. 

The Perry family of R edalc, 17 
miles from Traralgon, rus ed outside 

I at about .10 on Monday night after 
their two·year·old gelding, tucky, 
began screeching. 

In the paddock "was this dazzling 
hlue cloud of light with a cone-shaped 
object in the middle," Mrs. Kathleen 
Perry, 39, said yest(>rday. 

Mrs. Perry's 15-yeat-old son, Brian, 
said: "It stayed for· about 10 minutes 
and moved around slowly, hove9ng in 
different places. · 

''Then the light in the tall receded 
and only the oval or circular shape 
was left. After that it shot into the 
night." 

· 

Boisdale man 
also sees ... 

'Oval' 
light 

sky 
• 

1n 
A Boisdale man 

saw Saturday night's 
unidentifled flying 
object, reported by 
a Sale woman in 
Monday's Times. 

Mr Trevor Haney, 22, 
saw the object at the 
same time as Mrs Val 
Bland, of Picton Crt., 
Sale. 

Mr Harvey, who has 
studied astronomy and 
says that 95 per -cent of 
"flying object" sightings 
can be explained by nat­
ural phenomena, describ· 
ed the object as "a thin 
oval shaped light with a 
heavy central core." 

"TOO CLEAR" 
"I tried to pass it oft 

as ball lightning but it 
was oval shaped and the 
night was too clear for 
that:• said Mr Harvey to­
day. 

Mrs Bland described 
the object as a "dome of 
llghts." 

In the past few weeks the RAAF. East Sale, has 
tnvestiga.ted 6everal UFO sighttngs in the Sale, 
Rosedale and Traralgon 
areas. 

"TIMES" S 1 v·c· • e, • . 
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UFO PROBE ON 
T'GON "LIGHT" 
WHEN John Dixon of Whittakers Rd, 
Tra.ralgon, was cycling to work at 4.30 
am on Monday morning he was startled 
by a.bright light near the Maffra railway 
overpass. 

· 

It lit the area with l Dogs in the.: ar�a were 
a oig, bright, white light. b.a:·:Cing sav.lf!:l11Y al • 

The object W'.ls 200 feet though t�" objer.t made no 
in the air, had red lights 
ar�Jund it wah a blue spc:..r 
shaf)f'd light on top, Mr 
Dixon said later. 

He went to the sale­
xards ,Wh(.>ft! the care­
taker was working a.nd 
�hey r-oth ·.vatched th� 
r;hjet:t. 

·1'hen l\1r Dixon r(Jde t(� 
tlae Trarall';on rK'liCf: 
stati()n where \'onst • .  '\it·il 
Dave; wo�s 'shc.lwn the 
strange phenomenon . 

The objec�t movf�d 
slowly in the sky across 
in the dirncticm of Glen­
garry where it hov��r<>d 
urafil 7 am. 

noise. 
'!'he Wit!H:•SS'P.S salf1 

that, es t.la�·lirbt 
approacht:d, tile oiJjcct 
looked Hke a silver ball. 

.Theil suddf•nly it went· 
straight up in the air· 
and out (Jf·stght. 

An HAA F expert on 
VF Os� Flight Lit•ut. A 11. 
chin, we�.� in Traralgon 
yesterday interviewing 
witnesses. 

Anyone else who saw 
the strange object should 
contact 'the RAAF Base 
at East Sale or the 
Tr.aralgon Police Station. 

Sale woman 
sees a UF 
A S·ale woman saw an unidentified 

flying obiect on Saturday night. � Mrs Val Bland. of. Mr� Bland said tho 
-..... Picton Crt. saw an lights were vivid blue• 

' � ill · t d ' b · t · green. a color usually , 
.........._ umnta e o J ec 1n associated with an elect-. 
o the north-west sky rlcal flash. 

- at 7 p.m. to'i�Y u:9ewv.;:C()J�)ble � She described the ob· Mrs Bland's sightln8' tol-rl jed as ''a buneh of lows others by Sale and. 
� llrhts In . a dome shape Traralgon policemen and. movlnr at a. fast !peed R.AAF memll)ers 1n the I .tro.m west to cast. Sale and Rosedale areas 

"TIMES" Sale, ·vic. in the past fortnight. . 
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On re�ch ing the  hous& , h� cou ld see wha t  we 
wi l l  noil eal l  the uro receed ing  into the sky .  
lie  cal led ou t tc his  fam i l y  to  see  the objec t .  
Mrs.  de Blas  reca l l s  t h a t  t h e  dogs at t h e  t ime 
were k i cking up a fu ss , 

�r r . R . Nu tta l l  remembers  hea r ing on h i s  
ca r radio that  the  t ime was 1 1 . 20 p . m .  as  he 
passed the  de B l a s  fa rm e n  rou t e  to wor k in 
New Norfo l k .  H saw what  he  thou o h t at f i rs t 
wa s a l ight pl ane coming i n  for  a � crash land­
ing.  T hen he r a l isad i t  was sta t iona ry and 
at 30° e leva t i on wi th an appa rent  size  of 2 1 '  
at  a rm ' s l ength . He cou ld  see  a h a t-shaped 
red g l ow wi t h two ambe r o rbs a t  the base of 
the hat. Nea r i ng New N o r f o l k ,  the UFO  was 
lost to v i ew f rom the ca r ' s  field of  v i sion 
above the top of the w i ndscree n .  

The  UFO  w a s  a lso seen by Mrs . S .  H a n s e n  who 
l ives abou t a m i l e  north of  the de B l a s  fa rm.  
A l so about 1 1. 20 p m. , she saw a b raz i l  nut  
shaped o range-red object to her  north.  She 
watched the object u n t i l  1 1 . 40 p . m. when it  
seemed to  fade away towa rds  B l ack H i l l s .  

Meanwh i l e ,  Mr . d e  B l a s  h a d  ca l led Mr . O . R .  
Mou l t :  t h e  ME RCU RY r e p .  in New Nor f o l k .  H e  
and  h i s  sons .nad l e f t  New N o r f o l k  a t  once and 
around 1 1. 25 p . m. s ighted the  UFO  ha l f  a m i l e  
f rom t h e  fa rm. T h e  Mou lts  stopped to l o o k  a t  
the object.  , They  cou l d  see  two oranqe-red 
ci r cu la r  l ights w i th a th i rd l i gh t  to thei r  
l e f t .  They had a n  ove r a l l  e l l ipti ca l -shaped 
g l ow .  The  gbject w a s  a t  a h igh  ang l e ,  possib­
ly u p  to 70 and seemed l a rge and  low .  Mou l t  
l ined up , the  U F O  wh ich sta r ted to  move s l owly  
n o r th . �ov ing f rom the west  they saw a b r ig h t  
wh i te l ig h t ,  wh i ch stopped i n  mid-f l igh t ,  
pu lsed th ree t imes then moved ou t of  sight  
behind some h i l l s .  Unknown to the  Mou l t s ,  
d e  B la$  had  f lashed h i s  spot l igh t a t  t h e  l ig h t  
and c la imed . it had  pu l sed  th ree t i mes i n  
rep l y .  

The  ��ou l t s  retu rned  to New Norfolk  to check 
with the A i r po r t  that  there were  no pl anes in 
the a rea ; the answe r was i n  the negat i v e .  
T hey a lso l o s t  s i g h t  of the UFO nea r New No r ­
f o l k .  I t  seemed to be l o s t  above a cloudbank 
ove r  the townsh i p .  T h e  Weather  Bu reau con ­
f i rmed t h e  cloud cov e r  w a s  a t  3, 000 feet and  

dec reasing as the  n ight  p rog r e ssed,  

After  midn ight the Mou l t s retu rned to  the 

farm and kept a v ig i l  wi th Mr.  de Blas  unt i l  

�fter  2. 30 a . m . , wa tch i ng the o r iginal  l ig h t  
g radu a l l y recede to  t h e  n o r t h .  I t  seemed t o  
b e  o n  a north·sou th bea t  neve r ap�roach i ng as · 
c lose ly as on i t s  p re v i ou s  pos i t ion.  Some 
f-u rt he r  th ree to fou r l ig h t s  we re seen to app· 
roa ch the uro f rom the  west and one f rom the  
east . T h i s  seemed to me rge w i t h  the pa ren t 
l igh t .  T he  UFO a t  t i mes  faded out to the 
n o r th and wou ld  then re turn, at one stage i t  
i l lum i n a ted the c l ouds above a nd behind i t .  

Re t u r n ing home t o  N e w  Nor f o l k ,  Mr .  Mou l t  re· 
ca l l s  the UFO  was lost to s i g�t beh ind the 
h i l l s  to the no rth of  New N o r fo l k .  T he case 
rema i n s unexp l a ined . 

F lap  Cont inue s :  

At  6. 20 9 r.  t h e  mor n ing o f  Decembe r 1 5 ,  1971 
Mrs. H . Pa r k e r  of B r idgewate r g l anced a cross 
the r iver  and a f l a sh on the h i l l  beh i nd 
Granton caug h t  h e r  eye . She cou l d  see a 
round , s i l v e r  object stationary  by a patch on 
the h i l lside ,  and i t  seemed to f l a sh l i ke a 
mi r ro r .  Afte r two minutes . it tu r ned  slow ly 
to g ive  a more ova l-di sc appea rance . I t  rose 
u p  to the s k y l ine � hove red for  a minute  and  
then  was gone ove r  the  crest  of the h i l l .  

T h e  next case with  st rong eviden ce for  a n  
UFO  was on Decembe r 22, 1971  a t  4 . 30 a . m. T h e  
w i tness wa s look ing ove r t h e  K i ng ston/Storm  
Bay a rea f rom F e r n  T ree w�en  she noticed a 
d i sc l i ke an i nv e r ted  plate ,  wh ich was a sh iny  
l ight  gold-y�l low in  a l ine between h e r  and  
Bet�y I s land.  T h e  object  seemed to be t ra i l-
ing  a long , t h i n  p ipe. T he N i t ness watched 
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the UFO  f o r  ten m i nu tes .  I t  slow l y  rose  to  a 
v iewi n g  a�g le  a bove Betsy I sl and , then f i na l ly 
seemed to move away to the sou th-ea�t ,  p robab­
ly be ing  obscu red by a l ow ,  ragged c loud  in 
that  di rect ion .  

At  the  time of ou r Repo r t  b e i n g  p ri n ted , 
sightings  and  i nv est iga t ions a re cont inu ing . 

A sight ing of a moving ora nge-red l ight  seen 
to  the west from Laude rda le ; f i ve people who 
saw an  ova l -shaped object n e a r  Sorel l the same 

(to page 20 )  

U FO MO UNT AI RY'S OWN 
ENI G M A P UZ-Z LES MANY 
G. D. Fawcett (1947 -1972 ) 

• · • • · · · · • · · · · • · · · · • · · • · · · • · · · · · · · • · · · · · · • · · · · · 

The fol lowing art i cle was very kindl y present· 
ed to this Society by one of ou r Ame rican  
Members, Mr. George D.  Fawcet t o f  Moun t  A i ry , 
North Carolina.  We were interest ed · to  note 
t�e simi larity between the i r  sight ings and 
w1tness ' reactions and those experienced in 
th i s  country.  -VUFORS-

. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . •  

Amazed a nd f rightened Witnesses Ag ree : 

MOUNT AIRY ' S  OWN UfO ENIGMA PUZ Z LES MANY 
( 191t7 - 1972) 

With the n ow cu r rent  i ncrease of wor ldwide 
UFO repo r t s  and  a growing scien t i f i c  in terest 
in the problem being shown in man y  a reas, the  
question o f  what has been reported loca l ly 
a lways a r ises. 

· 

Loca l UFO resea r ch e r  a nd investigator George 
D.  fawce t t  of Mount  Airy checked th rough his 
Mou n t  A i ry ,  N�rth Ca ro l i n a  f i les for the past 
25 yea rs and came up with  some informat ive a nd 
i nte resting data.  Moun t  A i r y  does have a 
p roblem and i t s  cha racte rist i cs fol l ow 
the same pattern being repo r ted globa l l y .  
Hundreds a n d  pe rhaps thousands of amazed a n d  
f righ t ened eyewi tnesses loca l ly  a re us ing t h e  
same words used a round t h e  g lobe to  describe 
thei r  en igmatic e ncounters  with the u n kn own. 

Witnesses included tlergymen ,  policeme n ,  
public  se rvants,  bankers ,  m i l i tary  men , 
fa rme rs ,  tech n i c ia n s ,  mailmen , hou sewives,  
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students,  bus i nessme n ,  teacher s, newsmen , 
n ight-wa tchmen,  l ibra rians,  chau f feu rs,  merch­
ants,  pilots,  amateu r a stronomers, a l l  repres­
enting a cross-section  of the population. 
Mu l t i-witnesses and  i ndependent  obse rvers were 
involved, as  wel l  a s  single obse rvers.  

Since 1947 the quanti ty and the  qua l i ty of 
the  eyewitnesses h ave both imp roved in  ou r 
h omet own and su r rou nd ing commu n i t i e s .  ��u n t  
A i r y  has  a p roblem, admitted or not ; and many 
observe rs  of UfOs go to grea t extremes t o  
avo id publicity ,  whil e many  oth e rs speak with 
the cou rage of their  convictions, because of  
the i r  amaz ing observations. Afte r weeding out 
p lanetary il lusions, jet planes,  bal loon s ,  
meteQrites,  sate l l i tes  and two known hoaxes 
i nvol ving  p lastic  laund ry bags and b i rthd a y  
candl e s  a n d  a d e a d  dog i n s ide . a fake Mount  
Ai ry 'Mu ttnik ' ,  the  rest  of the  Mount  Ai ry UFO  
enigma sti l l  remai n s  unexplained a nd worthy  of  
fu:the r scient i f i c  in�est i gation . The ·myste ry  
c r 1es fo r an  expl ana t 1 on and beg s  for  a final  
solut ion . 

P r i o r  to 1951 - when you r inve st igator saw 
h i s  first  and  on ly  UFO wh ile  a sen ior at 
Lynchbu r g  Col lege , Vi rgi n i a - most of the · uro 
reports  in Mount  A i ry showed about 65% of the 
re�o rted uro encoun t e rs occu r red at  nigh t ,  
wh1 l e  t h e  othe r 35% represen ted da yl ight 
sightings.  A l l  but 25% of t h ose reported 
loca l l y have logical explanations.  But  most 
importan t , o n l y  �bou t 10% of t h e  people who 
see uros report them to  anyone, because of  the 
fea r of ridi cu le, loss of privacy and offic i a l  
o r  unoff i ci a l  ( se l f  imposed) censo rship.  The 
90% ' si lent majo r i t y ' i n  Mount A i r y  is yet to 



be heard from, so that one of the pu rposes in 
writing this a rt icle is  to encou rage the 
repo rting of these massive ' h idden UfO cases ' . 

E xpe riences of Mount  A i ry citizens in other 
states and count ries are not included in this 
u p-dated report. Over  the years several 
reports of  strange UFOS were made by many  nea r  
the WPAO and WSVD Radio Station towers in  
Moun t  Airy. 

On September 1 2, 1952 Rev . Lawrence Ph i l l ips 
reported at 7 p. m. a bluish-green blunted 
ciga r-shaped UFO, estimated to be about 5 feet 
wide and 1 2  feet long and mov ing towa rds 
F latwoods, West Virginia,  whe re shortly the re­
after e ight witnesses were f rightened when 
they saw a landed UFO with a la rge "occupant" 
that emerged f rom it.  On Octobe r 13, 1952 
Coach Wa llace Shel ton and many of h is footbal l  
playe rs stopped pract ice t o  watch a large 
white UFO that came st raigh t down from a g reat 
height at 4 .30 p .m. and stopped a nd was 
watched for 1 5  minutes. · Some of the playe rs 
reported hearing sounds coming f rom the U FO. 

I n  the summe r of 1954 H . A . Hai r ,  Robe rt 
Ashby , J . S. McMil l ian  and Donald C. Rector 
repo rted a huge UFO, ciga r-shaped and 
"bigge r than an automobile", reddish-orange in 
color and making a ''swoosh ing noise" at  
8.30 p . m. f rom a vantage point on top  of the 
Blue R idge Parkway .  

A t  1 1 . 15 a .m .  o n  Janua ry 1 9 ,  1962 Harry 
Eppe rson , B i l l  Bowman ,  Geprge Cal laway ,  Alice 
Lockhart and dozens of other Mount  Ai ry resid­
ents reported a wh ite round UfO, E X TRA B RIGHT  
l ike the  sun  and  very  large,  descending to the 
ground. Seve ral witnesses reported what  
looked l ike a man  at the  bottom of the  myste ry 
object. The UFO was seen for ·5 minutes and 
local pol ice, county of f icers and h ighway 
patrolmen were unable to solve the mystery. 
Later du ring the same year ,  Buford King of 
Vete rans Texaco Service and Nathan S immons of 
Modern Motors were talking when an object , 
weighing ove r  a pound,  h i t  the g round with 
g reat force and left a ma rk on the station ' s  
paved entrance. 

1965 proved to be an  interesting yea r uro-
wise in Mount  Airy.  Johnny Parries salesman 

for r. Rees Co. , at 4 . 1 5  a . m. on Ju ly  31 , 1965 
reported watch ing a "yellowish-o range object 
shaped l ike a footba l l"  hove ring ove r a smoke­
stack nea r  the Granite Qua r ry .  The object had 
someth ing on top of it  that Par r ies cou ld not 
make out.  John Leys, Wesley Adams and Clyde 
Chandle r of the Hennis  freight L ines,  as 
i ndependent observers watched the same object, 
described by them as be ing "the size of a 
goose egg", at the same time f rom another loc­
ation. The UFO '�oved up a nd down" du r ing the 
per iod of observation for ove r  3 minutes. Two 
youngste rs with last names  of Edwa rds and Boyd 
reported to Mount  Ai ry Po lice Station later 
the same week that they had watched a round, 
l ighted object, about 6 to 8 feet i n  d iameter 
for 2 minutes as  it  maneuve red 200 feet above 
the g round, a lso nea r the G ra� ite Quarry. 

On August 19 ,  1965 Mrs. T . E . Schumaker,  
wh i le v isiting her  mothe r Mrs. W . H . Blackbu rn 
on Pipe r ' s  Gap Road nea r the Toast Section of 
Mount  Airy,  was awakened at 3 a . m. by a sha rp 
noise "l ike a steady buzzing" tha t  caused v ib­
rations to be sent against the house. When 
she l ifted the window shade to investigate she 
saw a ciga r-shaped object hav ing a revolving 
yellow l ight r ise above a nea rby spruoe t ree, 
the f ront ya rd telephone pole and wires,  
execute a sha rp left tu rn and then hover above 
some nea rby oak t rees, th rowing the leaves to 
the ground in a semi-circle bes ide the home. 
Ev idence from the v isitation included "a 
pe rfect 1 2-foot ci rcle su r rounded by a 6-inch 
ring" impressed in the ground, a backg round 
increase above normal in the rad iation count,  
and a l a rge hole on the roof of the house, 
wh ich had not been noticed prior to the sigh t­
ing. Leaves on nea rby t rees a lso appeared 
disheveled .  Du ring the t ime of the encounter' 
just p rio r to the takeoff , Mrs. Schumaker 
reported she felt she had been st ruck by "an 
immobil iz ing power", for she cou ld neither 
"move or speak". After the UfO left the 
g round , she was able to wake her  mothe r 
finally  in a nea rby bedroom. Mrs. Schumaker 
h ad "headaches" the next day. 
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On Septembe r 6, 1965 two loca l pol icemen 
Sgt . K . T .  Campbel l  and Patrolman  Mac Casse l l ,  
along with t e n  other people and seve ral othe rs 



in cars on Taylor  S t reet ,  wa tched a l a rge 
br ight moiling l i gh t  i n  the sky ,  "br ight l i ke a 
100-watt  bu lb" at low a l t i tude . 

Ma rch 3, 1967 b rought a real  su rpr ise to 
Mount  A i r y  when  UFOs retu rned to the a rea two 
times at  half-hou r interva l s  and maneuve red 
ove rhead. At 8. 30 p. m. t h re e  reddish-orange 
uros were seen by Miss Pat Andrews ,  and by 
Mrs. francis  [ .  Andrews and her son Bob And­
rews. Other  wi tnesses included Mr. and Mrs. 
Ga rnett Steele of  Spring Street.  Seen th rough 
b inocu la r s  the uros h ad a rota t ing bottom edge 
and a se ries  of "squa re windows" set in a row 
on the domed uppe r pa rt of the myste ry 
objects. The U F Os appea red to be abou t 
60 feet wide and 20 feet h igh in the midd l e .  
When t h e  UFOs depa r ted and retu rned to  the 
same a rea for a second se r ies  of maneuvers at 
9 p . m. , F rancis And rews retu rned home f rom 
work in t ime to join  the oth e r  wi tnesses and 
take two photog raphs of the uros before they 
moved away i n  a st ra i gh t  l ine format ion to­
wa rds P ilot Mounta i n .  Th ree other witnesses 
in Dobson and P ilot Mounta in  reported watch i ng 
the same objects f rom d if fe rent  v iewpo ints.  
Mr. And rews used a 35mm came ra  with 50mm lens 
to captu re  the uros on f i lm ove r Mount A i ry.  
Andrews and S teele tu rned i n  detai led reports 
to the U . S . A i r  force on the i r  excit ing UfO 
expe r ience ,  sha red with a total of n ine  wit­
nesses f rom th ree commun it ies , a l l  of whom 
gave simi la r descr iptions. And they h ad t he 
f il ms to prove the i r  obse rvations. 

Th roughou t May and  June ,  1967 a ser ies of 
uro sigh t ings was reported by newsmen 
R . J .  B e r r ie r  and po l icemen Ha r ry  Monday,  
Off i ce r  Mon roe Bogg�, O f f i ce r  Ot is  B . f lem­
ing, Sam Monday  and Tommy Heath.  T hey  report­
ed watch ing a red and white b l ink ing uro with  
ora nge f lame spu rt ing o u t  the bottom of  i t .  

1967 ended with a fr ightening UFO encounter 
in  the Green H i l l  sect ion of Mount A i ry as 
Te resa Ann Dobson , 12 and her  o lder  siste r 
Linda Lee Dobson , 20 watched,  on Decembe r 24 
at 6 p . m. , an ova l dome-topped UFO with a 
la rge numbe r of red and ye l low l igh ts  scatter­
ed ove r  its su r face hove r ing nea r the g round 
in  a nea rby pastu re .  The UfO appea red to be 
about 30 feet long and 10  feet h igh and on l y  

50  feet  above the  g round.  They wa tched i t  for 
5 minutes unt i l  the UFO l i fted up  and moved 
away in  a southwest d i rection .  Both gi r l s  
we re badly  shaken  �p by  t h e  expe rience .  Red 
l ights  circled the ou ter  edge of the uro. 
L i nd a  stated the object was "la rger  th an a 
ca r" and her  younger s iste r ,  who cried du ring 
the encounter ,  agreed. Officer Jim Sawye rs ' s  
wife reported a simi la r object late r that same 
n ight . 

January  18,  1968, 4 . �0 a . m. , p roduced a rep­
ort of a roun d  metal l i c  UfO with a 25 foot red 
ta i l  beh ind i t  maneuvering  a bove the North 
Su r ry Hospita l .  I t  was seen fo r  1 5  seconds o r  
more by Pol i ce Off ice r s  Otis B .  F leming and 
Albe rt  Hicks a nd two coup le s  f rom Oh io who 
we re pa r ked at  the hosp i ta l .  

Pe rhaps the most i nte re st ing and most 
fascinat ing UFO encounter  of a l l  occu r red in 
the  Bu ck Shoa l s  a rea  of Mount  A i r y ,  when a 
housewife (Mrs.  X ,  whose n ame is on f i le )  
repo rted her  encounter  w ith a dome-topped U FO  
h aving ''Windows", t hat  appear ed n e a r  h e r  home 
somet ime in Jul y  or Augu st , 1968. The UFO,  
e st imated to be about 15  feet wide and 6 o r  7 
feet h igh , appea red abou t 90 feet beh i nd the 
f rightened witness ' s  home a t  2. 30 a . m. 

Her  attention was d rawn to the mystery ob­
ject by the frantic  bark i ng and pawing at the 
back doo r of he r pet dog.  When sh e  let  the 
dog  in  sh e  noticed a sourid "l ike a swa rm of 
bees"  and looke� u p  and spotted the UFO nea rby 
at  very  low a lt i tude.  The  object,  not un l ike 
a Chinese coo l i e  ha t ,  moved close r to the 
house a nd was l ighted by red-orange l ights.  
The  penetrating  sound cau sed h e r  dig to h ide  
up u nder  he r bed  and t remble with fea r .  The  
second storey  of the UFO was t ra nspa ren t  a n d ,  
th rough one  o f  twe lve windows located a t  t he 
bottom of the dome , Mrs.  X cou ld see a person 
"l ike a sma l l  chi ld" abou t 3 to 4 feet ta l l  
and wea ring some sort  o f  a silver  helmet .  
Late r the U F O  moved ac ross t h e  street and 
h ove red a bove a wooded a rea , whe re  i t  stayed 
for a lmost 25 more mi nu tes before depa rting. 
The  next morn ing the witness found that th ree 
e lectric  clocks in the house were running  
a bout one  hou r slower than  he r batte ry  ope r­
ated clock. As effects of the UFO e ncounter  
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the  witness suffe red s l eeplessness, d imming of 
v i sion and headaches - physiological e f fects 
on obse rve rs of c lose range uros repor ted 
before in many count r ies. A powe r fai lu re was 
repo rted i n  h e r _ ne ighbou rhood that n igh t ,  a 
cha racte r i st i c  a l so g loba l l y  documented before 
ove r many yea rs.  

Later i n  the  same yea r a F lat  Rock resident  
reported a missi le-shaped uro, descr ibed as  
being 20 feet  long  and 10  feet wide ( the  size  
of a sma l l  a i rcra ft) , a nd th ree  oth e r  witness­
e s  thought that the unexp l a i ned object , t ra i l ­
i ng red-blue f l ames ,  h a d  l anded on a nea rby 
h i l lside but no fol low-up investigat ion was 
conducted. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don H i att  and the i r  1 3  yea r old 
daughte r Betsy in the Shel ton town commu nity 
reported that they saw, on August 4, 1 968 at 
10. �5 p. m . , a b r ight  UFO tha t  looked "l i ke a 
bright f la re  with  a l it tle pole ( antenna?) 
runni ng up to a g ra yish looking  round object 
a t  the top of  the po le 11• As the UFO began to 
tu rn nea r the i r  home , sparks d ropped off the 
outer edge. The f am i l y  members took tu rns 
examin ing the object for  5 m i nutes  th rough 
binocu la rs as it maneuve red overhead.  

On  Ma rch 13 ,  Jim Sa rbe r and h is son 
B �a i r ,  Jr . , aged 11 became the fi rst UfO 
repo rte rs  for Moun t  A i ry a s  1971 opened . At 
7 a� m. they watched a n  object about the s i ze 
of an  au tomobi l e  that  f l ashed pu rpl e ,  g reen , 
b lue ,  orange a nd white  l ights.  The UFO 
a ppea red to b e  d isc-shaped a nd had  a '�ubble 
dome" with w indows ( six  i n  a row) a round its 
m iddle .  Yel l ow l ight pou red ·f rom the wi ndows 
as  the UFO ci rcled t he i r  ca r nea r the lowgap 
Wi ld life Club before  i t  shot  s t r a ight u p  i n  
the sky and d isappea red i n  the distance. The  
UFO was seen  for a t imed 1 5  minutes  before i t  
f inally l e ft  t h e  a rea .  Both eyewitnesses we re 
mo r e  than just a l ittle bit excited by the 
appea rance of the en igma t ic object . 

On January  16 ,  1972 chauffeu r Robe rt fe rgus� 
on wa s sta r t led as he d rove his ca r nea r the 
Jone s E lementary  School when , a t  11 p. m. , a 
se ries �f th ree blood-red d iscs came down f rom 
the sky at a sh a rp a ngle  and appea red to l and 
in  a nea rby wooded a rea .  S im i l a r  repo rts that 
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f ri-ghtened motor ists  i n  Exete r ,  New Hampsh i re 
and i n  Ann Arbo r ,  Mich igan and e l sewhe re a re 
on record. School ch i ld ren who l i ved i n  the 
Jones E l ementary  S chool a re a ,  also  saw the 
bri l l ia nt l y  l ighted d iscs. 

f rom 1951 to 1 965 oth e r  a re a  r es idents had 
pe r sona l encounte rs with such s im i l a r  phenom­
ena . Forme r l ibrarian  Mrs.  Lou ise  Ba l l  was 
one of th ree witnesses who repor ted th ree 
a luminum co lored d isc-shaped UfOs, the s ize of  
l a rge t ruck  wheels  f l y ing  i n  a st r a ight  l ine ,  
one  beh ind the othe r , at 4 . 30 p . m. These U FOs 
left  smoke t r a i l s  i n  t he i r  wake.  ASCS State 
Commi tteeman C l aude W.  Thore  and his daughter  
reported see ing a l a rge reddish-o range c iga r­
shaped UFO move horizonta l ly across the sky  in 
a North  di rection at  5. 30 p . m. The weathe r  
was c lea r  and the UFO  appea red t o  b e  about 500 
feet a bove the ground.  Ha r ry Eppe r son report­
ed a round whi t e  c i rcu l a r  UFO f ly i ng ove r  
Mount A i ry a t  1 2  noon . Mr . a n d  Mrs . F r a n k  
Abe rnathy and Bobby Puckett of Rout e  1 ,  �ioun t  
A i r y  watched i n  amazemen t  a s  two round f l y i ng 
objects made "odd movements"  i n  the sky  over­
head .  Lawrence and  Dorothy Lowe, B i l l  Lowe 
and · thomas Tate all  watched UfOs · on two 
d ifferent  n ights  at 9 . 30 p . m. and 10. 30 p . m. 
The my stery objects we re c i rcu l a r ,  f l uo rescen t  
i n  color  a nd rtf l a sh i ng a t  t imes 11 ·as they moved 
in a weste r l y  d i rect ion.  

On Febru a r y  25, 1972 a t  ? . p . m. student 
Danny Lee F o rest  watched a round UFO, w ith 
a smal l  dome , that  appe a red to be a round 
25 feet long and 12 feet  h igh . It h ad 4ed and  
wh i te l igh ts  and gave off  a "fa int smel l  of  
gunpowder" ,  the wi tness stated .  Danny ,  who 
l ives on Lewis  D rive in Moun t  A i r y ,  reported 
he  sta rted shak ing when the U FO  f i �st appea red 
above the ca r port  a t  h is home. He felt a 
'�ave of heat" coming off the object and , 
not iced that a v ib rat i on had sta rted between 
his sh i r t  and h i s  a rms. f ina l l y ,  the u ro 
moved away to the North.  

On Apri l  3,  1972 between 5. 15  and  5.45 a . m . 
many  residents in Winston , Salem and -Mount  
A i ry reported a pea r-sh aped UFO in th e  sky for  
a tota l of 30 minutes. I t  gave  off a '�h i te 
cha lky"  l ight. �1r s .  Ru fus W. Wa l ters ,  hou se­
wife  and forme r art  teache r ,  one  of the loca l 



wi tnesses, reported that  the U F O  was so b right 
that its l igh t was ref lected on the side of 
the cross on top of the f i rst Bapt i st Chu rch 
on North Main  Street in Mount Ai ry,  N . C .  
Other reports a re st ill  under investigat ion by 
th is  writer. 

A study of the Mount Airy 1\¥hatn iks" over  
the past qua rter-centu ry has p roven to be  a 
very interesting and fascinat ing one. Mount  
A i ry ,  l i ke many othe r sma l l  towns and cities 
a round the globe, has been p lagued with UFO  
landings, occupants, car Chases, physiolog ical 
effects ,  photog raphs ,  severe an imal reactions, 
electro-magnetic  inte rfe rences , radiation in­
creases above norma l ,  f ragments, witnessed 
p rotrusions on the uros, smells  att r ibuted to 
U FO appea rances and mu ltiple wi tnesses and 
independent obse rve rs. And , as if this i sn ' t  
enough , credible per sons from a l l  wa lks of 
l i fe are sti l l  continuing to report these 
crazy and incredible flying and landing uros. 
for Mount  Ai ry ,  as wel l  as for other states in 
the U . S . A. and foreign countries as wel l ,  the 
uro en igma cont inues. 
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T H E  M E R R I C K S 
I NC I D EN T  

This unusua l sighting wh i�n took place at  
Me rricks in Victoria occu r red between 8. 30 and 
8 . 45 p . m. on F r iday June 16, 1972. 

B i l l  Mee r ton was leaving h i s  house to go 
ou t ,  when he  noticed an orange l ight shin ing 
th rough the kitchen window. Think ing he had 
accidentally  left an inside l ight on, he  wen t  
inside again o n l y  t o  discove r  t h a t  no l ights 
we re switched on. Howeve r ,  on stepping out 
the back door ,  he was confronted with th i rty 
orange l ights comi ng f rom a single,  solid, 
du ll  metal l ic object wh ich was 30ft. long and 
1 5ft. h i gh.  

The  whole background was  lit up by the 
object , and he  noticed at the same time that · 
the re was a very strong wind blowing wh ich 
blew the door ou t of his hand and bent the 
pine t rees in his backya rd. The object i tself 
was resting on the g round about 200 ya rds away 
and the noise it was mak ing, wh ich sounded 
l ike a Mix-maste r ,  was driving B i l l  Mee rton ' s  
cows be rserk .  

Suddenly and  a lmost instantaneously the 
craft rose and, wh i le it was doing so, . B i l l  
obse rved three b l ue  lights  e i the r  under the 
object or  above it .  T h e  whole sighting lasted 
abou t a minute and a half  with the object dis­
appea ring in a westerly  di rection at a very, 
very fast speed. The n ight was sti l l ,  . fine 
and sta rry  with no clouds and with not even a 
moon v i sible. 

The terrain of the a rea was f lat pastu re 
sown paddock with borde r ing h i lls,  and sit­
uated only a few miles f rom both Fl inders  
Nava l Depot and the t raining academy at  Crib 
Point. Unfortunately the object did not leave 
any physica l  evidence of its presence such as 
bu rn ma rks  or  di stu rbed g round. However there 
·was one interesting effect f rom the U . F . O . ' s  

( to page 20) 

R E·V I EW I N G  . . . 
PASSPORT TO MAGONIA by Jacques Val lee. 

( Review Copy by cou rtesy of Thomas c. Lothian 
Pty. ltd. - Publishe rs '  Representatives fo r 
the Engl ish publ ishers ,  Nevil le  Spearman ltd .  
London. )  

The sub-title o f  this book ' f rom folklore To 
f lying Saucers ' might just as  easily have been 
' f rom Fai ries To f lying Saucers '  since the 
author seeks to make a di rect connect ion 
between the two subjects. In this respect the 
book is  simi lar  to ' The f lying  Sauce r  Vision ' 
by John Michel l ,  but the mate rial itself  is  
completely different  consisting almost solely  
of f a i ry lore  and other  humanoid material.  

F rom the genera l U . F . O . enthusiast ' s  point 
of v iew, one of the inte resting revelations to 
come out of this study is that the Rag le Rive r 
Pancake incident, long ridicu led by the 
serious .u . r . o. researchers, must now assume 
much more cred ibility  and importance than has 
been hi therto accorded it.  Then again , a new 
l ight of credibil ity has been th rown on that 
most famous of all U . F . O . cases - the Betty 
and Ba rney H i l l  abduction. 

However, by fa r the most interesting and in­
formative thing in the book is  the section in  
Chapter 9 entitled Daemon ialitas. I think  
most people wi l l  find it  most enl ightening to  
say  the  least ,  and  if it  doesn ' t  convert  
people to the belief  that  The Chu rch knows 
more than it ' s  tel ling, I don ' t  know what 
wi l l .  

In  conclusion, there is  just one crit ici sm 
that can be made of the Eng l i sh edition . When 
one comes to the last pa rt of Chapter 5, one 
finds references to various case numbe rs, 
stated by the chapter notes to be l isted in  
the  Appenaix. Howeve r, on l ooking at the back 
of the book for the Appendix, one finds there 

is none. The Engl ish publ i shers  have 
apparently felt it necessary to leave it out ,  
for  whatever reason I do not  know,  but it  i s  
disconcerting t o  say the least, a s  t h e  impact 
of two-thi rds of the last chapter is lost 
wi thout the reference notes, not to mention 
the loss of the reference Mate ria 1 itself.  

On the other hand,  th� Engl ish edition (as 
distinct from the Ame rican edition) is 
cheape r - $6.65 for the English version a s  
against $7.70 . for the  American version which, 
incidental ly, includes six pag�s of  photo­
g raphs and an index - plus the Appendix. I am 
su re many people will  want  to use the book as 
a reference ,  and an index wou ld not have gone 
amiss. I shou ld add that th i s  cr it ici sm is in 
no way meant as  a ref lection u pon the Aust­
ralian representatives, Thomas C. Lothian,  who 
have done an excellent job of promoting the 
book a nd who have been gracious enough to 
donate a copy to th i s  Society. · For this 
reason I was most re luctant to make any ad­
ve rse criticism whatsoeve r  but I felt that 
Nev i l le Spea rman should be at  least made aware  
that, for this  type of book in parti cular, 
abridged ve rsion s  just wil l  not do. 

- Michael  McNama ra 

* • • • .. • • 

A DWELLE R ON �0 PLANET S  by Phylos. 

( Review Copy by cou rtesy of Thomas C. Lothian 
Pty .  ltd. - Publishers '  Representatives for 
the Eng l i sh publishe rs, Nev ille  Spea rman · ltd. 
London. )  

. . .  

This  book is one of the ·most ,  i f  not  the 
most spir itually  uplifting that I have ever 
read. Whether you regard the · sto ry as faet or  
f ict ion you cannot fail  to be  moved by it .  
T he  book is  divided into  th ree parts and  is  
actually  th ree books in  one - each ona telling 
a complete story .  

-

( to page 20) 



REV I EW I NG • • • ( f r om paqe 19) 
The f i rst  book  te l l s  t h e  s tory  o f  a man  

called Z a i l ym,  an inf luent i a l  and powe rfu l 
c i t izen  of A t l an t i s. The second con cerns an 
Ame r i ca n ,  Wa l te r  Pea rson a n d  t h e  h i story  of 
Mt . Sh astra .  The th i rd book retu rns  to the 
subje ct of A t l a n t i s  aga in .  In  fac t ,  the books  
t e l l  the  story  of Phylos  th rough va r ious 
ea rthbound l ives  a nd prog ressive  stages of 
sp i ri tu a l i t y .  

T h e  book as a wh ole  is  v e r y  def i n i te l y  one 
dea l ing with the subject of rei nca rnation .  
Howeve r ,  in  no wa y c a n  i t  be classed w i t h  t h e  
u su a l  run-of-the -mill  book on th i s  subject .  
I t  mu st be g i v en mo re con side ra tion  i n  v i ew of 
the fa ct that i t  was copy r igh t ed i n  1 894 and 
pub l i shed i n  1899. This was before many of  
the invent i ons men t i oned i n  the book  came to 
f ru i t ion and some, f o r  that  matte r ,  h av e  yet  
to  be perfe cted i n  th i s  so ca l led mode rn 
p rog ressive  wo r l d .  

T h e  book was w r i t ten  by  f . S . O l i v e r ,  
a l leged l y  u nde r t h e  gu idance of Phy l o s .  I t  
mentions  such th i ng s  as t h e  ele ctr i c cab l e  
c a r ,  the ch anging of mat ter  ( by changing i t s  
a tomi c  stru ctu re) ,  nuclea r powe r a n d  a n t i ­
g ra v i ty p ropu l sion ( especi a l l y i n  t h e  form o f  
t h e  vai l x  ai rsh i p wh ich reminds m e  s o  mu ch o f  
t h e  ci ga r-shaped U . f . Os. ) ,  X - ra y s , telev i sion,  
not to men t ion the l a se r .  f u r th e rmo re,  i n the  
second book,  the  con ste l l a t ion o f  the P l eiades 
i s  men t ioned a s  being inhabi ted , and we a l l  
know wh at the book ' Cha r iots o f  the God s '  says 
about it.  

T he re a re many i n v e n t ions in 'A Dwe l le r on 
Two Plan e ts ' ,  wh ich I cannot n ame becau se they 
deal  speci f i ca l l y with physics  and  chemistry.  
Howeve r ,  I recommend any scie n t i s t  o r  eng inee r 
who has not read t h e  book to make the effort  
to  do so, fo r I am su re he wou ld f ind  it most  
i l luminating  and conducive t o  ga i n ing  n ew �deas and new ins ights i n to h i s  subject which,  
1 n  tu rn , may  lead eventu a l l y  to new inven t ions  
and , even  more important l y ,  to n ew concepts of  
existence. 

I fu r the r recommend th a t  eve r y one  e l se in 
the Society  read th i s  book ; e speci a l l y  those 
see k i n g  men t a l  and spi r i tu a l  g rowth and ful-

f i lmen t wh i ch means most  of  u s .  l am su re 
that  m� ny people wi l l  de r i v e g reat  comf o r t 
f r om th 1 s  book,  e spe c i a l l y i n  t i mes � f  st re ss 
and . depression.  I commend the pub l i sh e r s ,  
Nev 1 l l e  Spea rman , for pub l i shing  the book f o r 
so long and I u rge them to cont inue  to do so. 
I look forwa rd to read ing the sequ e l ' An E a r t h  
Dwe l l e r ' s  Retu rn ' .  tt . - M1ch ael McNama ra  

AC T IV I TY OVE R  TAS��NIA  - 1971 . 
( f rom page 1 2) 
n ight ( D ecembe r 26) .  The l a test repo r t  is of 
a low-f l ying obje ct wh i ch moved a cross the sky 
n e a r  Ma rgate.  Shou ld s igh t i n gs con t inue,  
TUfOIC will  p r i n t  fu rther  deta i l s  i n  a news­
sheet ea rly in the New Y e a r  ( 1972) . tt 

T H E  ME R R I C K S  I NC I D E N T ( f rom page 18) 
v i s i t ,  one wh i ch i s  of ten  associ a ted wi th  
U . F . O . sigh tings,  his  T . V . and  rad io  reception  
wa s n on-ex i stent because o f  sta t i c .  Another  
unu sual react ion was his  own - wh i le the  
object wa s a rou nd he f e l t  v e r y  calm  but  wh en 
i t  left h e  became very sca red.  Mr.  Mee rton 
be l i ev e s  tha t the object was occu p i ed becau se 
a s  h e  put i t ,  1�ha t  e l s e  cou ld land in su ch a� 
en�losed a rea? " tt 

2 0  

Lette r s  t o  T h e  Edi to r sh ou ld b e  sen t to : ­
AU S T RA L I AN f L Y I NG SAUCE R REV I EW 

P . O .  Box 4 3 ,  Moo rabb i n ,  
V i c .  3189 , Aust r a l i a .  

U n less  o th e rwise speci f i e d ,  a l l  comments wi l l  
b e  con s i de red f�r pub l i c a t �on . 

• * • • • • • * • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • 



This society would appreciate readers' 

reports on U .F.O.s. Please forward to 

P.O. Box 43, Moorabbin, Victoria, 31 89, 

Austra lia. 
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